
 

 

MEETING NO. 3229 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
OF THE CITY OF DETROIT 

HELD THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 
 

09:00 A.M. 
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS’ CONFERENCE ROOM 

ALLY DETROIT CENTER, 500 WOODWARD; SUITE 3000 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN  48226 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT 
 
SHAWN BATTLE EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/FIRE PREVENTION CHIEF/MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
MICHAEL F. BERENT ELECTED TRUSTEE/FIRE 
MARK DIAZ  ELECTED TRUSTEE/POLICE 
MATTHEW GNATEK ELECTED TRUSTEE/POLICE 
ANGELA R. JAMES EX/OFFICIO RETIRANT TRUSTEE/POLICE/MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
BRENDA JONES EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
CHRISTA MCLELLAN EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/TREASURER 
JOHN NAGLICK EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/FINANCE DIRECTOR 
GEORGE ORZECH ELECTED RETIRANT TRUSTEE/FIRE 
JEFFREY PEGG ELECTED TRUSTEE/FIRE/CHAIRPERSON 
DEAN PINCHECK ELECTED TRUSTEE/FIRE 
PORTIA ROBERSON EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/MAYOR’S ALTERNATE 
GREGORY TROZAK ELECTED RETIRANT TRUSTEE/POLICE 
STEVEN WATSON EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/DIRECTOR OF FORECASTING AND ECONOMIC 

ANALYSIS-BUDGET DEPARTMENT/BUDGET DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE 
 
TRUSTEES EXCUSED 
 
MEGAN S. MOSLIMANI EX/OFFICIO TRUSTEE/CORPORATION COUNSEL /VICE-CHARPERSON 
JOHN SERDA  ELECTED TRUSTEE/POLICE 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
 
David Cetlinski    Executive Director 
Kelly Tapper    Assistant Executive Director 
Ryan Bigelow    Chief Investment Officer 
Ronald King    General Counsel 
TaKneisha Johnson   Administrative Assistant IV 
Bruce Babiarz    Public Relations Advisor  
Dr. Oscar King III    Board Lobbyist 

 
 
STAFF EXCUSED 
 
None 
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CHAIRPERSON 

 
JEFFREY PEGG 

 
A verbal Roll Call commenced at 09:15 a.m. and Chairperson Pegg called the meeting 
to order.  
 
Present at Roll Call: Shawn Battle, Michael F. Berent, Matthew Gnatek, Christa 
Mclellan, John Naglick, George Orzech, Dean Pincheck, and Gregory Trozak 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  
Re: Approval of January 10, 2019 Agenda  
 
Michael Berent moved to approve the agenda dated Thursday, January 10, 2019. 
Dean Pincheck supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Re: Approval of DROP Retirement Applications 
 
Matthew Gnatek moved to approve the DROP Retirements as listed below.  
Michael Berent supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Antonio Carlisi – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 18 00 07 – 12 12 18 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Valerie W. Clardy – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 20 05 27 – 12 06 18 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Earl A. Crutchfield – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 20 08 29 – 11 28 18 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Todd W. Eby – Police Sergeant - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 19 05 14 – 12 04 18 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Errol D. Franklin – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 11 24 – 11 29 18 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Oscar Garza, Jr. – Police Sergeant - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 24 01 07 – 11 13 18 
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Re: Approval of DROP Retirement Applications- Continued 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Ernest L. Harris, II – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 09 10 – 11 15 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Alan Burt Lance – Fire Sergeant - Fire 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 22 03 22 – 12 20 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT David R. Meadows, II – Police Sergeant - 
Police 

RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 21 01 07 – 11 13 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Joseph J. Moore – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 06 17 – 12 14 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Bilal R. Muhammad – Police Lieutenant - 
Police 

RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 18 07 11 – 11 26 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Mario Neal – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 06 17 – 12 30 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Ebony N. Powell – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 09 10 – 11 27 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Jeb S. Rutledge – Police Officer - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 06 17 – 12 14 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Albert N. Williams – Fire Fighter - Fire 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Drop - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 19 10 23 – 12 12 18 
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Re: Approval of HYBRID Retirement Applications 
 
Matthew Gnatek moved to approve the HYBRID Retirements as listed below.  
Michael Berent supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Oscar Garza, Jr. – Police Sergeant - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Hybrid - Drop 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 04 04 00 – 11 13 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Alan Burt Lance – Fire Fighter - Fire 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Hybrid – Drop 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 04 06 00 – 12 20 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Bilal R. Muhammad – Police Captain -
DPCOA 

RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Hybrid - Drop 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 04 05 00 – 11 26 18 
 

 
Re: Approval of Retirement Applications 
 
Gregory Trozak moved to approve the Retirements as listed below.  
Matthew Gnatek supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Samer Jaafar - Police Sergeant - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Vested - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 17 04 16 – 12 25 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Victor Jones – Police Sergeant - Police 
RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Vested - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 19 09 00 – 11 07 18 
 

NAME, TITLE, DEPARTMENT Maureen A. Whitten – Police Officer - 
Police 

RETIREMENT TYPE-PLAN Service - New 
SERVICE CREDIT-EFFECTIVE DATE 15 06 17 – 12 19 18 
 

 
 
 
 
 



POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM MEETING NO. 3229 
CITY OF DETROIT  JANUARY 10, 2019 

- 5 - 
 

 
RECEIPTS:  The Board received the following receipts for Acknowledgment: 
 

 
 

 
 Trustee Steven Watson entered the Boardroom at 09:16 a.m. 
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Re:  Approval of Disbursements 
 
Michael Berent moved to approve the Disbursement List as outlined below. 
Christa Mclellan supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM MEETING NO. 3229 
CITY OF DETROIT  JANUARY 10, 2019 

- 7 - 
 

 
Re:  Approval of Disbursements- Continued 
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Re:  Approval of Refunds (Accumulated Contributions) 
 
Christa Mclellan moved to approve the revised Refunds/Accumulated Contributions 
list as outlined below Michael Berent supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
LIST NUMBER 3770 - $1,264,392.39 
 
Re:  Approval of the Frozen Defined Contribution Plan/ Employee Loan Program 
 
Dean Pincheck moved to approve the Frozen Defined Contribution Plan/ Employee 
Loan Program as outlined below. Matthew Gnatek supported. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
LIST #1 01/10/2019 – $221,169.00 
 
 
Re:  Approval of Minutes/Journal of Proceedings No. 3222 – (11/15/2018) 
 
Matthew Gnatek moved to approve the Minutes/Journal of Proceedings No. 3222 
(11/15/2018) Michael Berent supported. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Assistant Executive Director, Kelly Tapper, addressed the following with the Board of 
Trustees: 
 

 Board Portal update: “Nasdaq BoardVantage” has been selected as the portal to 
use pending Board approval. A demo date is forthcoming. 

 Request from Richard Rybak for “Five year DROP List”. 
 Introduction of new Board Medical Director Andrew Vosburgh. 
 Global Governance Advisors are schedule for 10:00 a.m. 
 Two LSA Officers will attend the 01/24/2019 Board meeting during the public 

comment section to discuss their respective estimates. 
 Mandatory Staff customer Training is forthcoming; dates to be announced. 
 Employee newsletter draft; life event section discussion 
 The Legal Request for Proposal went out on 1/2/2019 with a deadline of 

02/28/2019 
 Mandatory Contribution for DROP participants update 

o Ms. Tapper will run annual reports to make sure participants do not 
continue to experience erroneous deductions 

 VEBA Benefit 
 Policy Committee meeting is needed 
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Re:  Request for five year DROP List 
 
Michael Berent moved to approve that Staff release “Five year DROP DFFA List” to 
employee Richard Rybak as requested. Dean Pincheck supported. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Re:  Training Request/ Michael Berent 
 
George Orzech moved to approve the request of any interested new Trustee to attend 
classes at the Wharton School. Matthew Gnatek supported. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Dr. Vosburgh entered the Boardroom at 9:40 a.m.  

 
PRESENTATION:  
 
Dr. Andrew Vosburgh, Board Medical Director 
 
Dr. Vosburgh introduced himself to the Board of the Trustees and gave the Board a 
brief synopsis of his background and services offered to the System.  
 

 Dr. Vosburgh concluded his presentation at 9:53 a.m.  
 The Board recessed for a brief break at 9:53 a.m. and reconvened the 

meeting at 9:59 a.m. 
 
PRESENTATION:  
 
Global Governance Advisors 
 
Representatives Peter Landers and Brad Kelly appeared before the Board of Trustees 
via conference/video call and discussed the following with the Board:  
 

 Board Support Services 
o Assistant Executive Director Kelly Tapper will conduct a reference 

call with the City of Houston and two additional Systems to gauge 
how Global Governance Advisors assisted their Retirement System. 

 
 Trustee Angela James entered the Boardroom at 10:02 a.m. 
 Trustee Brenda Jones entered the Boardroom at 10:15 a.m. 
 Trustee Mark Diaz entered the Boardroom at 10:26 a.m. 
 Trustee Portia Roberson entered the Boardroom at 10:31 a.m. 

 
 Global Governance Advisors concluded their presentation at 10:40 a.m. 
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Re:  Entering Into Closed Session  
 
Resolution Moved By: Trustee Jones – Supported By:  Trustee Gnatek 
 
WHEREAS, the Retirement System is subject to the limitation of the Open Meetings Act 
(“OMA”) being MCL 15.261 et seq. and has adopted a resolution on October 24, 2012 
relative thereto; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board enters into Closed Session for the purpose of discussing 
Physician/Patient privileged matters regarding the following: Medical Director’s Report 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken as follows: 
 
Yeas – Battle, Berent, Diaz, Gnatek, James, Jones, Mclellan, Naglick, Orzech, 
Pincheck, Roberson, Trozak, Watson and Chairperson Pegg - 14 
 
Nays – None 
 
The Board entered into Closed Session at 10:54 a.m.  
 

 
Re:  Open Session 
 
Resolution Moved By:  Trustee Jones – Supported By:  Trustee Diaz 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board come out of Closed Session. 
 
The Board returned to Open Session at 11:20 a.m. 
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Re:  Annual Re-examinations 
 
Resolution Moved By:  Trustee Diaz Supported By:  Trustee Serda 
 
RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the Medical Director, the 
following be CONTINUED on the Disability Retirement Payroll with re-exams in one 
year: 
    Phillip Lipscomb 
    Elizabeth Rohde 
          
Yeas – Battle, Berent, Diaz, Gnatek, James, Jones, Mclellan, Naglick, Orzech, 
Pincheck, Roberson, Trozak, Watson and Chairperson Pegg - 14 
 
Nays – None 
 
Re:  Annual Re-examinations 
 
Resolution Moved By:  Trustee Diaz Supported By:  Trustee Berent 
 
RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the Medical Director, the 
following be CONTINUED on the Disability Retirement Payroll with no further re-
exams necessary: 
    Celeste Reed 
         
Yeas – Battle, Berent, Diaz, Gnatek, James, Jones, Mclellan, Naglick, Orzech, 
Pincheck, Roberson, Trozak, Watson and Chairperson Pegg - 14 
 
Nays – None 
 
 
INITIAL DISABILITIES: 
 
Re:  Mark Jackson 
 
Resolution Moved By:  Trustee Diaz  Supported By:  Trustee Roberson 
 
RESOLVED, that the report of the Medical Director on the case of Mark Jackson  
be added to the days’ agenda and be ACCEPTED, and FURTHER BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that based on the recommendation of the Medical Director, the Board 
APPROVE the application for a Duty Disability Retirement filed for Mr. Jackson 
with a re-exam in one year: 
 
Yeas – Battle, Berent, Diaz, Gnatek, James, Jones, Mclellan, Naglick, Orzech, 
Pincheck, Roberson, Trozak, Watson and Chairperson Pegg - 14 
 
Nays – None 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Executive Director, David Cetlinski, addressed the following with the Board of 
Trustees: 
 

 UHY Accounting Staff update 
 Deputy Chief Accounting Officer position update 

o Retirement System Accountant Brie Fort will fill the position for the Interim. 
 Death benefit elections for deceased Fire Fighter Michael Lubig and Dave Curry. 

 
Re: Discussion: Payment of McLagan Study 
 
The Board of Trustees discussed the McLagan Study and compensation of Investment 
Staff as well as the scope of control of Retirement System employees as a whole. 
The Board of Trustees directed General Counsel to explore viable options and provide a 
legal analysis on what should be requested from the Bankruptcy court with respect to 
the aforementioned study (salaries and employment) and bring said analysis back to the 
Board by 01/24/2019 for further discussion.  
 
 
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
 
General Counsel, Ronald King, discussed the following matters with the Board:  
 

 Chapter 9 Compliance- Special Reporting/ City of Detroit Annual Report to 
Foundation for Detroit’s Future for Year Ending December 31, 2018, dated 
December 20th, 2018 

 Confidential Memorandum regarding the Seventh Semi-Annual Compliance 
Report from Special Counsel Sean Gallagher to the Investment Committee c/o 
General Counsel Ronald King, dated December 14th, 2018. 

 Confidential Memorandum regarding 2018 End-of-Year Special Reporting from 
Special Counsel Sean Gallagher to the Investment Committee c/o General 
Counsel Ronald King, dated December 14, 2018 

 Correspondence from Treasury Department Audit Manager Cary Jay Vaughn to 
PFRS regarding Request for Improvement of Deficiencies- Corrective Action 
Plan dated December 18, 2018. 

 PA 202 of 2017 Compliance 
o Correspondence from CFO John W. Hill to the Honorable Detroit City, 

dated December 20th, 2018. 
 FOIA Request 

o Excerpt of correspondence from Thomas J. Brown in reply to Response to 
FOIA Response, dated December 14th, 2018. 

 EGT 
 

 



POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM MEETING NO. 3229 
CITY OF DETROIT  JANUARY 10, 2019 

- 13 - 
 

 
CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
Chief Investment Officer, Ryan Bigelow, discussed the following matters with the 
Board: 
 

 The Police and Fire Investment Committee will meet on January 28th, 2019 
 December 17th, 2018 Police and Fire Investment meeting re-cap 
 Real Estate RFP went out on December 17th, 2018. 
 Mr. Bigelow is happy to provide Trustee education depending on the needs and 

requests of the Board of Trustees. The Board will provide further direction to Mr. 
Bigelow on exactly what topics they’d like to explore and when. 

 Life Assurance Fund 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ADVISOR REPORT 
 
Public Relations Advisor, Bruce Babiarz, discussed the following matters with the 
Board: 

 Fiscal year-end report  
 Updated FAQ sheet on the Board status as well as the newsletter has been 

provided to various media sources. 
 Crain’s Detroit is interested in a forward piece on the PFRS. 

 
LOBBYIST’S REPORT 
 
Lobbyist, Dr. Oscar King III, provided the Board with a legislative binder and discussed 
said items as listed below: 
 

 Table of all Public Acts brought forth during the 2017-18 legislative session 
 Tabulation of all bills initiated in the 2018 Lame Duck Session and status 
 Guide and Biography of the new 2019 Legislature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM MEETING NO. 3229 
CITY OF DETROIT  JANUARY 10, 2019 

- 14 - 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS 
 

 None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Matthew Gnatek moved to adjourn meeting #3229. Dean Pincheck supported.  
 
Chairperson Pegg adjourned the meeting at 12:28 p.m. The Board’s next meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, January 24th, 2019, at 09:00 a.m. in the Retirement Systems’ 
Conference Room, 500 Woodward Avenue Suite 3000; Detroit, Michigan  48226. 
  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
 

 
Kelly Tapper, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 


